

SUMMER VILLAGE OF BIRCH COVE
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
THURSDAY, APRIL 16TH, 2026
HELD IN PERSON AT 2317 TWP RD 545. LAC STE. ANNE COUNTY, ALBERTA
AND VIA ZOOM

	5                                        
	PRESENT:











	Mayor:                         Dean Preston 
Deputy Mayor: 	Jan Tschudin 
Councillor:       	Eugene Dugan

Administration: 	Wendy Wildman, Chief Administrative Officer - regrets                                 
                                   Diane Wannamaker, Executive Assistant
                                   Shelley Vaughan, Finance Officer
                                                                                                                                      
Public at Large:          2

Public on Zoom:         1


	
	   
	

	1.
	CALL TO ORDER
	Mayor Preston called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.


	
	
	

	2.
	AGENDA
17-26
	
MOVED by Councillor Dugan that the April 16th, 2026 Regular Council Meeting agenda be approved with the following addition: 

8.g)   Privacy Management Training for Elected Officials – May 5th, 2026

CARRIED


	 
	
	

	3.
	MINUTES
18-26


	
MOVED by Mayor Preston that the Regular Council meeting minutes of April 16th, 2026 be approved as presented. 
CARRIED


	
	
	 

	4.
	DELEGATIONS(S)
Zahid Maqsood, Seniuk & Marcato

19-26










	4:05 p.m. Zahid Masqsood, Seniuk & Marcato arrived for the meeting to present the Draft 2025 Financial Statements at 4:05 p.m. 


MOVED by Mayor Preston that the 2025 Draft Audited Financial Statements for the Summer Village of Birch Cove presented by Zahid Masqsood, from Seniuk & Marcato, Chartered Professional Accountants, be approved as presented. 

CARRIED

Mr. Maqsood left the meting at 4:27 p.m. 

Finance Officer, Shelley Vaughan left the meeting at 4:27 p.m.


	
	
	

	5.
	PUBLIC HEARING – LAND USE BYLAW

20-26

	


MOVED by Mayor Preston that the Regular Council Meeting be recessed to move into a Public Hearing regarding Land Use Bylaw 170-2025 at 4:27 p.m. and that the Regular Council meeting resume upon adjournment of the Land Use Bylaw Public Hearing.
CARRIED
The Regular Council meeting resumed at 4:38 p.m.


	
	
	

	6.
	BUSINESS ARISING
21-26




	
MOVED by Mayor Preston that the fourth and final review of the Draft 2026 Operating Budget be approved as presented at meeting time at a 4.5% increase in municipal tax dollars collected, and further that the minimum amount payable increase by the 4.5%. 

CARRIED

	
	
	

	7.
	BYLAWS/POLICIES
22-26
Bylaw 173-2026 
Taxation Bylaw


23-26



24-26



25-26




	
MOVED by Councillor Dugan that Bylaw 173-2026, being a Bylaw to authorize the rates of taxation imposed for the 2026 year for the Summer Village of Birch Cove be given first reading.
CARRIED

MOVED by Mayor Preston that Bylaw 173-2026 be given 2nd reading as presented.
CARRIED

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Tschudin that Bylaw 173-2026 be given unanimous consent to consider 3rd reading in one sitting. 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Tschudin that Bylaw 173-2026, Taxation Bylaw be given third and final reading.  
CARRIED

	
	
	

	8.
	NEW BUSINESS

26-26








27-26





28-26






29-26




30-26



31-26





32-26





33-26


	Finance Officer and FCSS Coordinator returned to the meeting at 4:55 p.m.

MOVED by Mayor Preston that the information and discussion regarding the Family and Community Support Services (FCSS) Accountability Framework be accepted for information.
CARRIED

Finance Officer/FCSS Coordinator Shelley Vaughan left the meeting at 5:06 p.m.

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Tschudin that the February 20th, 2026 Alberta Community Partnership Grant Approval letter for the Regional Asset and Land Management Strategy be accepted for information and further, that the project proceed with MPE Engineering.
CARRIED

MOVED by Mayor Preston that Administration proceed with the purchase of a new laptop and financial software from Catalis (Enterprises Resource Planning) system at an estimated cost of up to $9,000.00 with these costs covered by reserves, and that future operating budgets build-in the $3,000 annual operating costs. 
CARRIED

MOVED by Councillor Dugan that Council accept the Asset Management Plan Monthly Progress Report for February, 2026 and the Levels of Service as presented. 
CARRIED

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Tschudin that Council approve Policy A-ADM-ASSETMGMT, Asset Management Policy as presented.
CARRIED

MOVED by Councillor Dugan that the Summer Village of Birch Cove agrees to an amendment to Schedule C of the Yellowhead Regional Library Master Membership Agreement to allow for a municipal levy increase from $4.85 per capita to $5.60 per capita, effective January 1st, 2027.
CARRIED

MOVED by Councillor Dugan that the Summer Village of Birch Cove offer the seasonal maintenance contract to Steve Kerrigan at the rate of $40/hour, for the period of May 1st, 2026 to the end of October, 2026 for 16 hours per week. 

CARRIED

MOVED by Mayor Preston that those Council members that wish to participate in the Privacy Management Training for Elected Officials session scheduled on May 5th, 2026 (via in person and zoom options) be authorized to do so. 
CARRIED


	   
	
	

	9.
	FINANCIALS
34-26
	
MOVED by Mayor Preston that the March, 2026 Income and Expense Statement as included in the Draft Operating Budget and the March 31st, 2026 Bank Balances, be accepted for information. 
CARRIED


	
	
	

	10.
	CORRESPONDENCE
35-26
	
MOVED by Mayor Preston that the following correspondence be accepted for information:

· Alberta Municipalities – member webinars “what we heard” report on Federal Budget & Funding Infrastructure for Housing, FCSS and Prevention and Police Funding Model.
· February 27th, 2026 ABMunis Report on the Government of Alberta’s 2026-27 Budget and News Release – Albertans’ Property Taxes will go up because of Budget 2026
· Lac Ste. Anne Foundation – December 5th, 2025 Board Meeting Minutes
· January 22nd, 2026 – Alberta Summer Village Association – collective feedback submission to Alberta Municipal Affairs o proposed changes to the Local Authorities Election Act (LAEA), recognizing the unique demographics of Summer Villages as pertaining to Elections.
· March 31st, 2026 – notification from the Office of Chief Provincial Veterinarian regarding the review of the Animal Protection Amendment Act. 
CARRIED


	
	
	

	11.
	COUNCILLOR REPORTS
37-26



	

MOVED by Councillor Dugan that the Councillor reports be accepted for information as presented.
CARRIED


	
	
	

	12.
	ADMINISTRATION
REPORTS
38-26


	

MOVED by Mayor Preston that the Administration reports be accepted for information as presented.
CARRIED


	
	
	

	13.
	CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS

	N/A



	
	
	

	15.
	ADJOURNMENT
	The meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m.

















___________________________________
Mayor, Dean Preston



 ___________________________________
Chief Administrative Officer, Wendy Wildman
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