

SUMMER VILLAGE OF BIRCH COVE
AGENDA
Thursday, December 18th, 2025 at 4:00 p.m.
Wildwillow Administration Office and via zoom
2317 Township Road 545 Lac Ste. Anne County
______________________________________________________________________
	1.
	Call to Order

	
	

	2.
	Agenda
1-5
	
a)
	
December 18th, 2025 Regular Council Meeting

(that Council approve as is or as amended)


	3.
	Minutes:
Pages 6-10

	
a)



	
October 23rd, 2025 Regular Council Meeting Minutes

(approve as presented or with amendments)


	4. 
	Public Hearings:

	
	N/A


	5.
	Delegations/
Appointments: 
	


	N/A

	6.
	Business Arising: 


	a)
	Draft 2026 Operating Budget – supplied to Council is our second review of the draft 2026 Operating Budget for the Summer Village of Birch Cove.   This draft budget will be reviewed at meeting time.  

(that the 2nd review of the Draft 2026 Operating Budget be accepted for information, and that Administration make changes to this Draft 2026 Operating Budget as directed at meeting time, and that a 3rd review of the updated Draft 2026 Operating Budget take place at the February 19th, 2026 Council meeting)


	
	
	b)
	2026 Capital Budget – previously Alberta Municipal Affairs amended the Municipal Government Act to require that the Capital Budget for the following year be passed by December 31st of the previous year.  This change is to allow municipalities to have the spending authority at the start of the year for engineering, planning and so forth.  The Capital Budget may be amended in the new year moving forward, this just allows projects the require an early start in the year to move forward.  Administration has drafted the Capital Budget based on a zero balance as Capital projects have not been established at this time. 

The breakdown for grant funding is as follows: 

· Total Grant Funding Available, including the 2026 Allocations - $382,860
· Funding that MUST be spent by December 31st, 2026 - $72,296
· Grant Cash & Interest earned that Birch Cove has in their bank account - $119,645

(that the 2026 Capital Budget be approved as presented with the understanding that this Budget may be amended moving forward, depending on project initiation/approval)

Or

(some other direction as given by Council at meeting time)

	7.
	Bylaws & Policies
Bylaw 170-2025
Land Use Bylaw 
Pages 11-62
	
a)
	
Bylaw 170-2025, Land Use Bylaw – this Land Use Bylaw was given first reading on April  17th, 2025 after several months of revision and discussion by Council.  The required Public Hearing was held on June 19th, 2025 and subsequent second reading was given.  As an election was held prior to third reading, Administration reached out to Municipal Affairs with regard third reading and the validity of the Bylaw with new Council members.  New Municipal Government Act (MGA) amendments came into effect October 31st, 2024 which prohibits more than one public hearing on a proposed bylaw.  As such, Bylaw 165-2025, Land Use Bylaw is effectively dead.  To move forward, we have to issue a new Bylaw number (170-2025) and begin the process again, i.e. 1st reading, Public Hearing, 2nd and 3rd reading.  This was deferred from the October 23rd, 2025 meeting.  In keeping with our meeting schedule, the next Birch Cove meeting is scheduled for February 19th, 2026.  

(that Bylaw 170-2025, being a Bylaw to amend the Land Use Bylaw with respect to Legislative Updates, and Short-Term Rentals be given first reading and that a Public Hearing be scheduled for _______________ 2026 during the regular Council meeting)

or
(some other direction as given by Council at meeting time)


	8.
	New Business:
Pages 63-68









	
a)

	
Summer Village Regional Emergency Management Partnership (SVREMP) Budget 2026 – the SVREMP is requesting Council to review and endorse their 2026 budget.  The budget as well as information regarding implementing a SOLE and the September 27th, 2025 minutes are attached.  

(that the Summer Village of Birch Cove endorse the Summer Village Regional Emergency Management Partnership’s 2026 Budget as presented)

Or

(some other direction as given by Council at meeting time)

	
	Pages 69-86 
	b)

	Family and Community Support Services (FCSS) Funding Agreement – the Summer Village of Birch Cove has received the FCSS Funding Agreement for the term of January 1st, 2026 to December 31st, 2028.  Note that there has been an increase of $2.04 per year over the current agreement.  Administration is requesting approval and ratification of Funding Agreement FCFA0002796. 

(that Council approve Family and Community Support Services (FCSS) Funding Agreement FCFA0002851 for January 1st, 2026 to December 31st, 2028 and ratify execution)

Or

(some other direction as given by Council at meeting time)


	
	Page 87
	c)

	Yellowhead Regional Library (YRL) – December 4th, 2025 requesting that YRL allotment funds and municipal funds be assigned to the Rich Valley Public Library (or an alternative if desired). 

(that the 2026 Yellowhead Regional Library Services Grant and municipal funds be assigned to the Rich Valley Public Library) 

Or

(some other direction as given by Council at meeting time)


	
	
	d)

	

	
	
	e)

	

	
	
	f)

	

	9.
	Financial

	a)
	Income and Expense Statement for November 30th, 2025 and November 30th, 2025 Bank Statement.

(that the November 30th, 2025 Income and Expense Statement (included in Draft Operating Budget) and November 30th, 2025 bank statement , be accepted for information)





	10.
	Correspondence 
Page 88
	
a)
	
Ste. Anne Regional Emergency Management Partnership – notification of new Regional Director of Emergency Management effective January 1st, 2026, Stephen Wright. 


	
	Pages 89-95
	b)

	Lac Ste. Anne Foundation Board Meeting Minutes – June 24th, 2025 and August 26th, 2025.


	
	Pages 96-99

	c)
	December 8th, 2025 email and letter from Minister of Municipal Affairs, Dan Williams regarding 2025 Engagement – Fire Level of Service – What We Heard.


	
	Pages 100-104
	d)
	Provincial Priorities Act (PPA) – the Act came into force April 1st, 2025 – November 3rd, 2025 email from Municipal Affairs marking the 6-month mark since inception and providing a fact sheet and information on Frequently Asked Questions. 


	
	Pages 105-106
	e)
	Town of Onoway – Council Committee Appointments


	
	Pages 107-140
	f)
	National Police Federation – November 27th, 2025 letter outlining the early negotiations with contracting partners for policing agreements beyond 2032, along with polling demonstrating public support for the Alberta RCMP. 


	
	Pages 141-152
	h)


	Proposed New Provincial Boundary Map – information and opportunity for feedback

	
	Pages 153-164
	i)
	Yellowhead Regional Library 2026-2030 Strategic Plan

	
	Pages 165-166
	j)

	Emerging Trends in Municipal Law – Brownlee LLP, Edmonton session – February 12th, 2026 in person or virtual 


	
	
	k)
	

	
	
	
	
(that the correspondence items be accepted for information)


	11.
	Council Reports







	
a)

b)

c)
	
Mayor 

Deputy Mayor 

Councillor 

(that the Council Reports be accepted for information)


	12.
	Chief Administrative Officer Report







	


a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

	


To Do List – October 23rd, 2025
Waste Token Update- LSAC extending timelines
FCSS Update – New Regulations





(that the Chief Administrative Officer Reports be accepted as information)


	13.
	Confidential Matters

	
	N/A



	14.
	Adjournment

	
	




Next Meetings:  	January 30th, 2026 – Regional Municipalities Meeting 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
	February 19th, 2026 – Regular Council Meeting and Tentative LUB Public Hearing
	Emergency Management Functional Exercise – week of February 23rd, 2026
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